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Food industry renews commitment to materials efficiency with restaurant
sector now included

The food industry has renewed its commitment to materials efficiency to promote more sustainable food
production, distribution and consumption in 2022—-2026. The Finnish Food and Drink Industries’
Federation, the Finnish Grocery Trade Association and the Finnish Hospitality Association MaRa have
signed the commitment together with the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Employment, the Ministry of
Agriculture and Forestry and the Ministry of the Environment.

During the first period in 2019-2021, the 17 companies that joined the commitment succeeded in
reducing food and other waste, the use of plastics as well as greenhouse gas emissions. The results
were achieved by improving the efficiency of processes, utilising side streams and increasing the
recycling rate. These excellent results have encouraged operators to sign the commitment in the new
agreement period. The restaurant sector will be a new signatory, which will further increase the impact of
the commitment.

The food industry companies aim to achieve sector-specific economic and environmental benefits
through practical measures on materials efficiency. At the same time, awareness of the means and
benefits of materials efficiency will be raised among consumers and throughout the food production
chain.

The aim is that by the end of 2024, companies that have signed the commitment will represent 90%,
40% and 20% of the turnover of the member companies in the Finnish Grocery Trade Association, the
Finnish Food and Drink Industries’ Federation and the Finnish Hospitality Association MaRa,
respectively.

“Commitments to materials efficiency are a great example of voluntary cooperation between the
business community and central government. It became evident already in the first agreement period
that reducing the environmental impacts of food production, distribution and consumption is compatible
with improving competitiveness of businesses,” says Minister of Economic Affairs Mika Lintila.

“This would not be possible if all parties to the commitment did not benefit from it. | am confident that
the new agreement period will be a success too. | am pleased to welcome the restaurant sector to the
commitment to improve materials efficiency,” Lintila adds.

Commitment to promote the circular economy

The materials efficiency commitment is an operating model used to implement several national and
international environmental objectives.

“The voluntary measures of the food sector’s materials efficiency commitment show that the food
industry, consumer goods trade and restaurants are actively leading the way in this matter. These
measures will promote national sustainability goals, such as halving food waste by 2030. It is possible
to achieve significant economic and environmental benefits that also improve the profitability and
competitiveness of companies,” says Minister of Agriculture and Forestry Jari Leppa.

The company will select its own materials efficiency measures and goals. For example, companies can
commit to cutting food and other waste, improving materials efficiency through product, packaging and
service design, and developing the use of side streams.

“The commitment offers businesses the opportunity to be responsible players in taking the lead in
environmental issues. More efficient use of materials also increases company profits. Hopefully,
companies in the sectors will join the commitment and in that way help Finland become a carbon
neutral society with a circular economy,” says Minister of the Environment and Climate Change Emma
Kari.

Read more:
Food industry materials efficiency commitment 2022 —2026 www.motiva.fi/matsit/elintarvikeala
Ministers’ video message on the commitment to materials efficiency (link)



https://www.motiva.fi/ratkaisut/materiaalitehokkuus/materiaalitehokkuuden_sitoumukset/elintarvikealan_sitoumus

Results of the food sector’'s materials efficiency commitment 2020
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